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features in the termination of the war, for had Bliicher with
his huge army been present on the field of Waterloo at the
beginning of the day, would Napoleon have risked a battle
against such odds ? The essence of his strategy had been
to keep the two armies apart and deal with them separately.
The task, therefore, which the Duke had to demand of
his army was that of hanging on, one of the hardest and most
trying that the soldier can be called upon to do. All through
the long hours of that interminable day the Duke's army
hung on. Formed into squares, the infantry stood like
rocks before the fierce onslaughts of the enemy. "Wave
after wave of the French cavalry broke against them, and
the massed attacks of cavalry and infantry drove into them,
whilst the sweeping, scorching fire of the artillery took
ceaseless toll of their devoted ranks. Yet nothing could
break those rock-like barriers which guarded Europe's
peace.
But even rocks must suffer through perpetual blasting,
and at the end of the day those gallant rocks were sadly
chipped and scarred. Here stood a square silent and still,
composed of dead men, pressed together in their places;
here another had become a triangle with one of its sides
blown completely away, and yet as each man fell the com-
mand { close up ', * close up * rang like a monotonous dirge
in the ears of those who must still fight on.
It was never exactly a soft job to be on Lord Wellington's
staff, but at Waterloo it was more hazardous than ever.
Probably there never was a battle [observes one of his aides-de-camp]
when a General-in-Chief afforded to the Headquarters Staff better
opportunities of witnessing its principal events than at Waterloo; for
wherever there was an attack, thither went the Duke, exposing himself
to the hottest fire, as if ... he could catch and pocket the enemy
bullets.
. . . Nothing that occurred, seemed to produce any effect on the
Duke . . . His countenance and demeanour were at all times quite
calm, rarely speaking to anyone, save to give an order, or send a message;
indeed he generally rode quite alone; that is no one was at Ms side,
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